The history of Bacteriology in Turkey is also regarded as the history of Microbiology. As in many countries, advances in microbiology and its acceptance as a proper scientific field started in the second half of the 19th Century. The earliest work in the field of microbiology in Turkey was related to branches of medical, clinical and veterinary microbiology as expertise was cross-disciplinary [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] . This article will provide an overview of the history of microbiology starting from the Ottoman Empire era (1299-1923) and advancing into today's Republic of Turkey (established in 29 October 1923).
Although infectious diseases were known, their causative agents were not identified until the early 20th Century. Prior to this era, the course of infectious diseases was observed and recorded; however, the therapies that followed were without any sound scientific basis.
During the Ottoman Empire, the earliest studies in the field of microbiology came through vaccination. After 1840, scientific studies related to smallpox and vaccine preparation advanced rapidly and the smallpox vaccine in use was hailed a success. Investigations related to smallpox, rubella, cholera and plague were conducted from as early as the 12th Century, with syphilis, tuberculosis and leprosy also receiving attention. However, these studies were still limited to the description and recording of the cases. 
